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themselves under the pressure of circumstances, the existing
kingdoms of Christendom. So far, then, from being a mere
echo, or repetition, of analogous passages m history, the
period of Charlemagne is novel to the extent of ambitious
originality in its instruction, and almost unique in the quality
of that instruction. For here only perhaps we see the social
system forming itself in the mine, and the very process, as
it were, of crystallization going on beneath our eyes. Mr.
James, therefore, may be regarded as not less fortunate in
the choice of his subject than meritorious in its treatment;
indeed, his work is not so much the best as the only History
of Charlemagne which will hereafter be cited. For it reposes
upon a far greater body of research and collation than has
hitherto been applied even in France to this interesting
themel \ and in effect it is the first account of the great
emperor and his times which can, with a due valuation
of the term, be complimented with the title of a critical
memoir.

Charlemagne, " the greatest man of the middle ages," in
the judgment of his present biographer, was born A.D, 742,
seven years before his father assumed the name of King.
This date has been disputed; but, on the whole, we may
take it as settled, upon various collateral computations, that
the year now assigned is the true one. The place is less
certain ; but we do not think Mr. James warranted 111 saying
that it is "unknown." If everything is to be pronounced
" unknown " for which there is no absolute proof of a kind
to satisfy forensic rules of evidence, or which has ever been
made a question for debate, in that case we may apply a
sponge to the greater part of History before the era of print-
ing. Aix-la-Chapelle; Mr. James goes on to tell us, is vnipfad
as the birthplace in one of the chief authorities. But our
own impression is that, according to the general belief of
succeeding ages, it was not Aix-la-Chapelle, but Ingelheim, a
village near Mentz, to which that honour belonged. Some

1 Or, in fact, than is likely to manifest itself to an unlearned reader
of Mr. James's own hook; for he has omitted to load his margin with
references to authorities in many scores of instances wheie he might,
and perhaps where he ought, to have accredited his narrative by those
indications of research.